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The WWAAC Foundation Held the 6th Annual Who’s Who in Asian American Communities Awards & WWAAC Alliance Conference in Atlanta, Georgia on Friday, October 21st,  2011

On Friday evening, October 21st, 2011, the WWAAC Foundation presented the 6th Who’s Who in Asian American Communities Awards at The Rialto Center for the Arts, at Georgia State University in Atlanta. The WWAAC Awards recognize Asian Americans who have contributed greatly to various sectors of society and honor the achievements of elite Asian American community leaders and role models. The Honorees are chosen through a national selection process, and possess the special qualities of dedication, service and accomplishment in their profession, the Asian American community, and the nation. This year’s WWAAC Awards distinguished recipients are:

Kathie S. Lee 

Vice President and Associate General Counsel

Starwood & Resorts Worldwide, Inc.

Rudy Pamintuan

Managing Director

Sherman Worldwide

JuE Wong

Chief Executive Officer

Astral Brands, LLC

Koichi Wakata

Astronaut

2011 WWAAC Community Spirit Award

State Farm Insurance

2011 WWAAC Corporate Champion Award

Produced and filmed in Atlanta, the 2011 Awards program included a warm welcome by Atlanta Mayor, Kasim Reed, and was hosted by the charming duo of Hena Daniels from CBS Atlanta News and Richard Lui of MSNBC in New York. After an introduction from WWAAC Awards founder, Sachi Koto, the evening continued with the celebration of the honorees and featured diverse and spirited entertainment by Asian American performers Taiwanese School of Atlanta Drummers, Morning Star Dance Academy of Atlanta, Leilani Tian, Lost in the Gym, and singer Clara Bo Eun Hong.
Other notable presenters and attendees included the Ambassador of Indonesia, Dr. Dino Patti Djalal escorted on stage by his wife, Dr. Rosa Rai Djalal; Dean Ciccoritti, Field Manager Buick-GMC in the Southeast Region; Michael Chen, President, News Strategic Initiatives Group, NBC News; Ron Chang, Vice President of Mergers and Acquisitions, UPS; and Lt. Gen Peterson - Deputy Commanding General, United States Army Forces Command (RET). Wai Eng the Director of Accounting for Comcast Business Services Group introduced a video message from U.S. Congressman Mike Honda congratulating the Comcast and WWAAC Awards partnership. The only televised Asian Awards program in the U.S., the WWAAC Awards have partnered with Comcast and Comcast On Demand to air the 6th Annual WWAAC Awards across the nation on Comcast on Demand later this fall. 

Earlier in the day, the WWAAC Foundation held The WWAAC Alliance Conference “Sponsored by BUICK a Division of General Motors” at the Westin Peachtree Plaza in Atlanta. The conference began with a welcome from human trafficking survivor, Chong Kim aka Eden. The sessions addressed such needs and concerns of the Asian community as green initiatives, health awareness programs, business tools and expertise to grow and develop in the current economy, tips on climbing America’s corporate ladder, public service, and how Asian Americans can benefit through education and leadership development. 

Featured conference speakers included Julie Xiong, Diversity Initiatives Manager – General Motors Company Global Headquarters; Lt. Gen Peterson, Deputy Commanding General, United States Army Forces Command (RET); Michael Chen, President - News Strategic Initiatives Group, NBC News; Ron Chang, Vice President of Mergers and Acquisitions – UPS; Dr. Jason Kim, Gentle Dental Care & Georgia Dental Implant Center; Dr. Ken Jackson, President – Jackson Leadership Strategies, LLC; Sam Kwon, EVP and COO of Cyintech Information Solutions; Dr. Andrew Neiner, Founder and President - Conflict Management Associates, Inc.; and William Strang, Senior Vice President of Operations for the Americas – TOTO. 

The WWAAC Alliance Conference Keynote speakers, Xernona Clayton, founder, President and CEO of The Trumpet Awards Foundation, Inc. and Jerry Drisaldi, President, International Sales, UPS were the first ever recipients of the WWAAC Foundation RICE Award. The Award which stands for Respect, Inspiration, Commitment and Excellence was presented by the Foundation at the WWAAC Alliance Luncheon sponsored by UPS and Gentle Dental Care and GA Dental Implant Center. 

Describing the benefits of the WWAAC Alliance Foundation, 2011 honoree Kathie S. Lee, V.P. and Associate General Counsel Starwood & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. said,”The WWAAC Foundation and Sachi Koto are providing a wonderful service to the Asian American communities. Our collective accomplishments too often go unnoticed by the mainstream media.  By highlighting and featuring successful Asian Americans in very different disciplines, role models are being provided for future generations of Asian Americans.”  Look for the broadcast of the 2011 WWAAC Awards on Comcast On Demand this fall. 
For more information on the WWAAC Awards and the WWAAC Alliance Foundation go to www.WWAAC.com or contact Maiko Takara at maiko@sachikoto.com or call (404) 805-6102. 

